PART in: 1763
agreeably surprized when he expressed the following very
liberal sentiment, which has the additional value of obviating
an objection to our holy religion, founded upon the dis-
cordant tenets of Christians themselves: Tor my part. Sir,
I think all Christians, whether Papists or Protestants, agree
in the essential articles, and that their differences are trivial,
and rather political than religious.9
Our conversation proceeded. 'Sir, (said he) I am a friend
to subordination, as most conducive to the happiness of
society. There is a reciprocal pleasure in governing and being
governed.'
T)r Goldsmith is one of the first men we now have as an
authour, and he is a very worthy man too. He has been loose
in his principles, but he is coming right.'
I mentioned [David] Mallet's tragedy of Elvira, which
had been acted the preceding winter at Drury-lane, and that
the Honourable Andrew Erskine? Mr [George] Dempster,
and myself, had joined in writing a pamphlet, entitled,
Critical Strictures, against it. That the mildness of Demp-
ster's disposition had, however, relented; and he had can-
didly said, We have hardly a right to abuse this tragedy:
for bad as it is, how vain should either of us be to write one
not near so good.' JOHNSON. 'Why no, Sir; this is not just
reasoning. You may abuse a tragedy, though you cannot
write one. You may scold a carpenter who has made you a
bad table, though you cannot make a table. It is not your
trade to make tables.'
He proceeded: *Your going abroad, Sir, and breaking off
idle habits, may be of great importance to you. I would go
where there are courts and learned men. There is a good deal
of Spain that has not been perambulated. I would have you
go thither, A man of inferiour talents to yours may furnish
us with useful observations upon that country.' His supposing
me, at that period of life, capable of writing an account of
my travels that would deserve to be read, elated me not a
little.
I appeal to every impartial reader whether this faithful
detail of his frankness, complacency, and kindness to a young
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